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SUBJECT: BRIEFING ALLIES ON SALT COMPLIANCE 

FOR SONNENFELDT FROM VEST 

f, IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE ON DECEMBER 9 THE SECRETARY 
ADDRESSED A NUMBER OF ISSUES CONCERNING SOVIET COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE SALT ONE AGREEMENTS. PM HAS BEEN APPROACHED BY 
THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR OF THE JAPANESE EMBASSY WITH A 
REQUEST FOR A BRIEFING ON SALT COMPLIANCE. WE HAVE 
RESPONDED THAT WE CANNOT NOW GO BEYOND THE SECRETARY'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE, BUT HAVE THEIR REQUEST UNDER REVIEW. 

WE MIGHT ANTICIPATE SIMILAR REQUESTS FROM OTHER ALLIES. 

2. THERE APPEAR TO BE FOUR OPTIONS FOR HANDLING SUCH 
REQUESTS: 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 296566 TOSEC 240287 

1. TURN DOWN THE JAPANESE REQUEST AND ANY OTHERS 
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WHICH ARE RECEIVED. 

2. BRIEF EACH ALLY REQUESTING A BRIEFING. 

3. TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN OFFERING SEPARATE BRIEFINGS 
TO SELECTED ALLIES (THE UK, FRG. FRANCE, CANADA, ITALY, 

AND JAPAN). 

4. TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN OFFERING BRIEFINGS TO TWO 
SEPARATE GROUPS, THE NATO ALLIES AND THE PACIFIC ALLIES 
(JAPAN, N.Z. AND AUSTRALIA). 

3. OPTIONS 2, 3 AND 4 COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BY HAVING 
SID GRAYBEAL CONDUCT THE BRIEFINGS HERE IN WASHINGTON, 

WITH STATE PARTICIPATION. WE ENVISAGE THAT SID WOULD BE 
ABLE TO GO SOMEWHAT BEYOND THE SECRETARY'S DECEMBER 9 
REMARKS (E.G., IN TERMS OF DESCRIBING MORE OF THE 
DETAILS AND THE STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF SOME ACTIVITIES) 
WHILE AVOIDING THE DETAILS OF US-SOVIET DISCUSSIONS. 

TALKING POINTS COULD BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW PRIOR TO THE 
BRIEFINGS. 

4. A U.S. INITIATIVE IN OFFERING BRIEFINGS ON COMPLIANCE 
(OPTIONS 3 AND 4) COULD LEAD THE ALLIES TO EXPECT THAT 
INFORMATION GOING SUBSTANTIALLY BEYOND THE SECRETARY'S 
DECEMBER 9 PRESS CONFERENCE IS TO BE PROVIDED. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, REFUSAL TO MEET WITH ALLIES WHO REQUEST A 
BRIEFING (OPTION 1) COULD BE INTERPRETED AS AN INDICATION 
THAT INFORMATION ON SOVIET NONCOMPLIANCE IS BEING WITHHELD 
AND THE U.S. WOULD PREFER TO AVOID THE SUBJECT. BY 
RESPONDING AFFIRMATIVELY TO REQUESTS FOR BRIEFINGS (OPTION 
2), THE US WOULD NEITHER GENERATE FALSE EXPECTATIONS NOR 
APPEAR TO BE OVERLY SENSITIVE ON THE SUBJECT OF 
COMPLIANCE. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT YOU APPROVE BRIEFING EACH ALLY WHICH REQUESTS 
A BRIEFING (OPTION 2). 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 296566 TOSEC 240287 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 


ALTERNATIVELY, THAT YOU APPROVE OFFERING BRIEFINGS 
TO TWO SEPARATE GROUPS, THE NATO ALLIES AND THE PACIFIC 
ALLIES (JAPAN, NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA) (OPTION 4). 
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APPROVE DISAPPROVE 
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